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BRES Participates in The Great Kindness Challenge 

Crazy Socks for 5 Acts of 
Kindness by Tuesday!  

Hat Day for 15 Acts of 
Kindness by Thursday 

 

January 23 through 27 was the Great Kindness Challenge here at Blue Ridge Elementary 
School. We had a lot of fun during the week working on ways that we could be kind to others. 
Students arriving on the bus were greeted each morning with a sign on the front fence re-
minding us all to “Be Kind”. 
 
We each got a list of things that we could do to be kind to each other, and every day that we 
completed items on the list we had the opportunity to dress up. Tuesday, we wore crazy 
socks to help us “kick into gear” the habit of being nice to others. On Wednesday, we 
“scored points by helping others” and wore sports jerseys to school. On Thursday, we were 
greeted to Mr. Coulter reminding us to “Smile” as we came off the bus wearing our hats. And 
we ended the week by celebrating being “super kind” and wearing our favorite superhero 
shirts. 
 
In addition to dressing up during the week for doing things on our own to be nice to others, 
our classes also showed kindness to those around them. Mrs. Dalton’s first grade class wrote 
thank you cards to Mrs. Clement for the wonderful job she does in leading our school. Mrs. 
Shepherd’s first grade class wrote notes to thank our custodians, April and Carol, for keep-
ing our school so clean. And all of our second graders worked together to make thank you 
notes for the cafeteria staff who work so hard to make us breakfast and lunch every day. 
 
Now that the Great Kindness Challenge is over, let keep on doing nice things for others and 
spreading kindness to everyone. 
 
 
Thank you Mr. Coulter for getting us involved in this event! 
 
 

Super Kind Super 
Heroes for 25 or 
more items by Friday 

Be Kind starting us 
off on Monday. 



Old Fashioned Day in First Grade 
First grade is studying the past and present for Social Studies SOL 1.1.  They will compare communities, 
family life, transportation and school in the past vs. present.  They got a real life comparison for schools 
by having "Old Fashion School Day."  Students and teachers dressed in clothing from the past.  Students 
worked without computers and Smart TV.  Students even worked a portion of the day without classroom 
lights and just used candle light.  Students also read books about school in the past.  Students enjoyed 
this first-hand learning opportunity.  

Beckham Terry Wins Kindle Fire 

Congratulations Beckham Terry!  Beckham 
won the Horace Mann sponsored contest 
for perfect attendance the first semester 
of school.  There is a contest for second 
semester as well!  Keep perfect attendance 
and you will be entered in the next drawing 
at the end of the school year!   

The 5th Grade Students have 
been learning to measure and 
classify angles and triangles.  In 
our classroom, they used plastic 
protractors to measure angles in 
the textbook.  Then, they visit-
ed the computer lab to practice 
measuring angles with the protractor available on Interactive 
Achievement.  Measuring with a protractor on the computer, 
is different than using a hands
-on plastic protractor. The 
students enjoyed trying out 
this new skill in a variety of 
ways.  

5th Grade Math 

Journey Collins Places 3rd at County 
Spelling Bee 

Mrs. Shepherd’s first grade class 
celebrating 100 Days of School with 
their 100 glasses!  

The county Spelling Bee was held 
on Thursday, January 26 at 
PCHS.   BRES was represented 
by students Mack Edwards, 
Journey Collins, and Nathaneal 
McMillian.  They all did an ex-
cellent job and we are very 
proud of them!  A special shout 
out to Journey who finished 
third in the competition! Journey and Principal 

Sandra Clement 

100 Days  



Congratulations  “Most Improved” Students for the Second Quarter 

Mrs. Clement had a new award for students the second quarter 
grading period.  Teachers were able to choose students who had 
shown the most improvement this grading period.  The students 
were elated to receive their certificates. Keep up the good work 
students! 

6th Graders studied informational text structures (description, compare/contrast, order/
sequence, problem/solution, & cause/effect) during December.   
Students were able to demonstrate the knowledge gained from our study by creating individual 
non-fiction magazines.  Students selected a topic, wrote 5 articles (using each text structure), 
and produced an informational magazine to share with classmates. Students enjoyed this hands-
on, real-life application to learning. 

Student Led Parent/Teacher Conferences 
The evening of January 12, BRES held Student Led Conferences.  In past years, the January 
conference attendance has been significantly lower than the October conferences.  This year, 
although the attendance was still not 100%, it was better because students encouraged their 
parents to attend. 

Teachers were very open to this change.  In fact, they front loaded all the meetings by  inter-
viewing their students one-on-one or in small groups regarding their scores on multiple assess-
ment pieces...quarterly grades, quarterly benchmarks scores, guided reading levels, etc.  Sever-
al teachers created these interview sheets that were adaptable to any grade level.  Some 
teachers even included artifacts.  A school messenger detailing the new conference format was 
sent out.  Teachers even sent invitations with  student hand drawn pictures showing their fami-
lies at school 

Prior to conferences, students were buzzing with excitement about telling their parents about their strengths, 
weaknesses, and goals.  Mrs. Clement spoke to parents in the hallways and heard positive comments about how 
this was conducted and how excited their children  were to share.  One teacher stated after the 2nd confer-
ence, “Why haven’t we been doing this all along?’ Teachers were able to refer questions from parents to stu-
dents to answer.  Other teachers felt it placed more accountability on the students and showed greater control 
of their own academics.  One stated, “This is honest feedback and reflection.”  Parents that did not attend 
missed a wonderful opportunity.  We hope to use this format again for conferencing with parents. Thanks to 
those who attended. 

6th Grade Students Create Non-fiction Magazines 



Community Enjoys PTO Sponsored Winterfest 

BRES PTO held its Winterfest Carnival on Friday, January 27th at the gym.  Winterfest had 
something for everybody– face painting, ping pong, football toss, cupcake walk, lollipop pull,  a 
fishing game (where you won a gold fish) - just to name a few of the games.  The best part—
the games were free!  There was pizza, chicken stew, drinks and candy available to purchase.  
Thank you PTO for sponsoring the event, faculty and staff for working the event,  and a spe-
cial thanks to several former students who volunteered to run the games!  It was awesome to 
see everyone out and enjoying the night! 

 

Young Artist Society  

Members of Ms. Daumen’s 
Young Artist Society proudly 
displayed their feelings about 
BRES and snow on Thursday, 
January 26th.   



Blue Ridge Elementary School held its annual 4-H Share the Fun Talent 
Show on Monday, December 19, 2016. The audience was entertained with 
six outstanding song and dance acts. Also featured in the talent show this 
year were first grade students reciting and performing the  poem "Little 
Elves" and "Groovin' Elf." Christmas carols were performed by the BRES 
Chorus and Band and Mr. Collins, sixth grade teacher, entertained the 
crowd with two drum solos. 

Congratulations to Nicole Melendez, first place; Ava Burnett, second place; 
and Taylor Smith, third place. They will represent BRES in the county  
talent show on February 10.    

Special thanks to the Patrick County 4-H Extension Office, Mrs. Carol 
Byrd, Mrs. Kristy Amos, and Mrs. Janice Pendleton for judging the show. 
Thank you to Mrs. Pilson, Mrs. Maxfield, Mrs. Marshall, Mrs. Cockerham, 
and Mrs. Scales for coordinating and setting up for the program. 

 

 

Pictured left to right:         
Nicole, Taylor and Ava.   

4H Share the Fun Talent Show Held at BRES 

 Donkey Basketball Coming Back to BRES  

When:  Saturday, March 18 

Time:  Doors open at 5 pm.                  

 Game starts at 6pm. 

Tickets:  Advance tickets—$6.00 

      At the Door — $8.00                     
6 years and under free 

More information coming soon! 

 

Community Health Check for February Heart Health 

 Awareness Month 

The Ararat Rescue Squad invites everyone to come by their squad building on Friday, February 
3 from 6:00 pm until to have their blood pressure, heart rate and glucose checked for free.  
If you would like more information, contact the rescue squad at 251-5230. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

After School  

Tutoring  

 Grade 3  

2 3 
Girl Scouts 3—4 

4 

5 6 

After School  

Tutoring Grades 
4, 5, & 6 

 

7 8 
Leave for Beta 
Convention 

After School  

Tutoring   
Grade 3  

9 
Return from 

Beta             
Convention 

10 
4H County   

Share the Fun 
7pm 

11 

12 13 
After School  

Tutoring Grades 
4, 5, &  6 

14 15 
After School  

Tutoring   
Grade 3  

16 17 
Girl Scouts 3-4 

Dental Program 
Pre-K—3 

18 

19 20 
After School  

Tutoring Grades 
4, 5, & 6 

21 22 
After School  

Tutoring   

Grade 3  

23 24 25 

26 27 
After School  

Tutoring Grades 
4, 5, & 6 

28     
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